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An Angel Visits Mary

Long ago, a young woman named Mary lived in the town of Nazareth, where an amazing thing happened
to her.

An angel visited Mary! First the angel told her not to be afraid. Then he told her that she would have a
baby who would be God’s own Son.

The angel said that her baby would be named Jesus, and that He would save His people from their sins.

Mary believed the angel, and so did Joseph, the man she would marry. Soon her little baby would be born.

God was sending the Savior that people needed so much.




The First Christmas

Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to pay some money to the government. It must have been a
hard journey for Mary, whose baby would soon be born.

When Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem, they couldn’t find a place to sleep. They needed a place right
away because Mary’s baby would be born soon.

They found a stable, where people kept animals - like cows and donkeys. That was where they stayed, and
it was where the Baby Jesus was born on that first Christmas.

Do you think Joseph might have put straw in the manger, to make a nice bed for Baby Jesus? Do you
think Mary sang soft songs to Baby Jesus?

It was the very first Christmas. Jesus had come from heaven to be born on earth. He had come to save His
people from their sins.

Thank you, Lord Jesus.




Visitors at the Stable

Shepherds near Bethlehem were busy taking care of sheep.

Suddenly an angel stood in front of them. A great light shone all around them, and the shepherds were
very scared!

The angel said to the shepherds, ‘Fear not, because I bring you wonderful news! The Savior has been
born today! You can find Him sleeping in a manger in Bethlehem.’

All of a sudden there were many angels who said, ‘Glory to God! And on earth peace!’
When the angels left, the shepherds looked at each other and said, ‘Let’s go find this baby right now!’

So off they went to Bethlehem, where they found Baby Jesus with Mary and Joseph in the stable. The
shepherds told them about the angels.

Do you think the shepherds ever forgot the Baby in the manger, and the angels?




Jesus As A Boy

Every year the people in Isracl went to Jerusalem for Passover.

But on one visit to Jerusalem, Mary and Joseph had some trouble. On the trip home, they could not find
Jesus! They looked for him everywhere!

So Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem to look for their Boy. They were worried!

Guess where they found young Jesus? They found Him at the temple. He was listening to the temple
leaders, and asking them hard questions.

‘Jesus,’ said Mary, ‘we were so worried!’

Jesus answered, ‘But, mother, didn’t you know I’d be busy with my Father’s business?’

Jesus’ Father was not Joseph. Jesus’ Father was God Himself.




Nicodemus Visits Jesus

A man visited Jesus one night. The man wanted to know more about Jesus.
Nicodemus told Jesus, ‘I know you are a teacher sent from God.’

Jesus told him that unless a man is born again, he cannot see God’s kingdom.
‘How can a man be born again?’ asked Nicodemus.

Jesus said, ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’

Those are precious words!




Jesus Meets a Woman at a Well
One day, Jesus sat down to rest by a well in Samaria.

Soon a woman came to the well to get some water. Jesus asked her for a drink. She was surprised that
Jesus talked to her, because Jewish people and the Samaritans did not usually get along.

Jesus told her, ‘If you knew who I am, you’d ask Me for living water. If you’d drink my living water,
you’d never be thirsty again.’

Then Jesus told her things about herself that she thought He could not know. How surprised she was to
learn that Jesus knows everything!

The woman ran to tell everyone about Jesus. And then she brought them to meet Jesus.

For two days Jesus stayed in the town and taught the people about God, and many people believed in
Him.




Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son
Jesus was walking with his disciples one day when a man rushed up to Him. ‘Jesus, my son is dying.
Please, will you come heal him?” he begged.
‘Go home,’ Jesus gently told the father. “Your son is alive.’

The man believed Jesus. He started on his way home. He felt very happy and relieved. Suddenly he saw
some of his servants running toward him. They had big smiles on their faces!

“Your son is all better!” they called to him.

The man asked them, ‘When did my son get better?’

His son had gotten better at the very hour he’d asked Jesus to heal him.




So Many Fish!

Some of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen. One day, Jesus joined them as they washed their nets.
Jesus told them sail the boat to where the water was deep, and do some fishing.

The disciples sighed. ‘But, Jesus, we’ve fished all night long,’ they said, ‘and we haven’t caught
anything.’

But because Jesus wanted them to fish, they rowed the boat to the deep water, and cast their nets.

This time, their nets became full of fish! There were so many fish that they could hardly get the nets into
the boat!

Jesus told them, ‘From now on, you will catch men, not fish.’

And that is the true story behind the song, ‘I Will Make You Fishers of Men.’




Jesus Heals the Man Who Couldn’t Walk

For 38 years, a man had not been able to walk. His legs would not work.

Jesus came near the man one Sabbath, and said to him, ‘Would you like to be made well? Get up and
walk!’

The man jumped up! His legs felt strong! Happily, he rolled up the little mat he had been sitting on, and
with a big smile, he went home!

But some of the Jewish leaders saw the man carrying his mat, and they became angry. They thought it
was wrong to carry things on the Sabbath!

The man told them what had happened and that now he could walk, but the leaders only frowned.
Later, Jesus saw the man in the temple and said to him, ‘You are well now, but be sure you do not sin.’

That was when the man knew that it was Jesus who had healed him. He was so happy that he told
everyone that Jesus had fixed his legs!

But the leaders saw no good in what Jesus had done for the man. Their hearts were dark with sin and hate.




A Big Hole in a Roof

People followed Jesus wherever He went. They loved to be near Him.

One day, Jesus was in a house in Capernaum. The house was crowded with people who wanted to hear
and see Jesus.

All of a sudden, people heard a noise. They looked up to see a hole being torn in the roof. The hole kept
getting bigger!

Suddenly something was lowered into the room through that hole. It was a man on a small bed. The man
could not walk at all. His friends wanted Jesus to heal him. When they could not get into the house
because of the crowd, they made a big hole in the roof instead, and lowered their friend through it.

Jesus said to the man, ‘Be happy, for your sins are forgiven!’

Some people began to whisper among themselves, ‘What? Jesus says He can forgive sins? Who does He
think he is?”

Then Jesus showed the people that He could heal people AND forgive sins. He told the man to get up and
walk. And the man did!

Jesus is God. He can do anything.




Jesus Makes the Widow’s Son Live Again

This is a story about a widow and her only son.

The woman loved her boy very much. But now he was very sick. She was worried because he grew worse
and worse, sicker and sicker. Then one day he died.

Oh, how sad the woman was! Everyone came and cried with her. Everyone was sad.

When Jesus was passing by, he saw how sad the widow was. So he went to the place where her son was
lying. He said to the boy, ‘I want you to get up.’

And the boy, who had been dead, sat up and started talking! Jesus took him to his mother, who was so
happy now! And some of those people believed in Jesus because of what He did that day.
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Jesus Calms the Wind and Waves

Jesus had been teaching a large group of people. When He was finished teaching, He told His disciples to
get their boat and to take Him to the other side of the lake.

When the boat was halfway across the lake, a terrible storm came upon them. Huge waves rolled the boat
back and forth! The sky was dark! Wind and rain slashed at their faces. The disciples were afraid the boat
would sink.

Jesus was asleep in the boat. The storm didn’t make Him afraid at all.

Finally the disciples woke Him up. ‘Jesus, don’t you care our boat might sink?’

Jesus saw the fear in their eyes. ‘Don’t you trust Me?’ Jesus asked. ‘Where is your faith?’

Then Jesus did an amazing thing! He stood up and called, ‘Peace! Be still!” And right away the wind
stopped, and the water was as smooth as could be! Jesus had told the storm to go away, and it did!

The disciples realized that Jesus could do anything. They asked, ‘What kind of man is He that even the
wind and the sea obey Him?’




A Little Boy’s Lunch

Crowds of people followed Jesus everywhere. They wanted to hear what He said. They wanted to see
Him heal the sick.

On this day, over 5,000 people were listening to Jesus, but they had not eaten anything all day long, and
now they were hungry.

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘We must feed them.’
His disciples thought, “Where shall we get food for all these people?’

A little boy nearby had brought a small lunch with him. In his basket were two little fish and five rolls of
bread. He offered his lunch to Jesus.

Jesus held the boy’s lunch in His hands and blessed it. Then He broke the food into pieces, which the
disciples gave to the people.

And do you know what? Jesus made that boy’s little lunch turn into enough food to feed all those people,
with some left over!

The people thought this was so wonderful that they wanted Jesus to be their King. But that is not what
Jesus wanted. Jesus wanted to rule in the hearts of His people.




Jesus Walks on the Water

All day long Jesus had taught a crowd of people about God. Jesus was tired now, so He decided to find a
quiet place on a nearby mountain where he would pray to His Father.

While He did that, the disciples got into their boat and sailed toward home.
Oh, no! Another storm came rolling across the lake. The disciples were in trouble again! They rowed and
rowed, but the waves got bigger and bigger. Water splashed into the boat, and the wind blew hard. Oh,

they thought, if only Jesus were here to help them!

Just then, they saw a person walking toward them. The person was walking on the top of the water! The
disciples became very frightened! Who was it?

Then Jesus called to them, ‘Don’t be afraid! ItisI.’

Peter tried to go to Jesus, but he sank in the waves. Jesus helped him, then said, ‘Why did you doubt,
Peter?’

As soon as Jesus was in the boat, the storm went away. The wind stopped blowing and the water became
smooth as glass.

The disciples said, ‘You are the Son of God!’




Jesus on the Mountain

Jesus took Peter, James and John to the top of a mountain, where something very special happened! On
that mountain, Jesus shone with the glory of God. The glory was brighter than the sun. Jesus’ face shone,
too, and his clothes gleamed.

Then two men from heaven appeared. One of the men was Moses, and the other man was Elijah. They
talked to Jesus about the things that would soon happen to Jesus in Jerusalem.

Next a cloud covered the top of the mountain, and from the cloud came the voice of God. He said, ‘This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’

What happened on the mountain is called Jesus’ Transfiguration. It is when He allowed three disciples to
see some of His Heavenly glory.




The Ten Lepers

There were ten men in Israel who had the same terrible sickness as Captain Naaman once had. They had
leprosy.

These men knew that Jesus healed people. They hoped He would heal them, too.
They couldn’t come near Jesus, so they called to Jesus from across the road. ‘Jesus, have mercy on us!’

And do you know what? Jesus did have mercy on them. He told them to go to the priests and show them
that their sickness was gone.

Do you think the ten men were happy they were healed? Yes, they were very happy. But did any of them
return to thank Jesus?

Only one leper returned to thank Jesus.

Only one.




Let the Children Come

People, people everywhere! Everywhere Jesus went, people followed Him and tried to be near Him.

One day the disciples got angry. There were too many little children in the way. ‘Go away,’ the disciples
told the children. ‘Jesus is too busy for you!’

But when Jesus heard what the disciples said, He called the children to come to Him. Then He told His
disciples, ‘Don’t tell the children to go away. People must be just like these children, with tender,
believing hearts, in order to go to heaven.’




Lazarus

Jesus had some friends who lived in Bethany. Their names were Lazarus and his two sisters Mary and
Martha.

One day, Mary and Martha sent a messenger to Jesus. ‘Please come quickly! Lazarus is very sick!” But
by the time Jesus got to Bethany, something terrible had happened. Lazarus had died!

Mary and Martha were crying, they were so sad. They loved their brother and they were missing him.

Lazarus had been dead for four days now. Many people were at Lazarus’ house. They were all crying and
unhappy, too.

Jesus told them to roll the stone away from Lazarus’ grave. And then Jesus loudly called, ‘Lazarus! Come
here!”

Out from the tomb came Lazarus! He was alive again because Jesus had called him!

From that time on, Jesus’ enemies wanted to get rid of Jesus. Their hearts were hard and sinful.




Zacchaeus

Once there was a man named Zacchaeus who lived in Jericho. The people did not like him very much
because he was a tax collector.

One day Jesus came to town. All the people crowded around Him. Zacchaeus also wanted to see Jesus,
but there were too many people. He couldn’t see Jesus because he was not very tall.

Suddenly Zacchaeus knew what to do. He ran to a nearby sycamore tree, grabbed one of its low branches,
and started to climb up the tree. Up he went, higher and higher, until he could see Jesus!

Now Jesus came near Zacchaeus’ tree! Jesus looked up and called him by name. ‘Zacchaeus, you come
down, because I’m going to your house today!’

Zacchaeus swallowed hard. How did Jesus know his name?

Jesus knows everything, because Jesus is God.




Jesus Rides Into Jerusalem

Oh, how excited the people were! Jesus was coming back to Jerusalem! They thought, ‘Maybe He will be
our King!’

People got palm branches from the trees and waved them as Jesus rode by on a donkey.
‘Hosanna!’ they called! ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’

But Jesus had not come to earth to be the king of Israel. Instead, Jesus wanted to save His people from
God’s anger at their sin, and rule in their hearts.

The very next week, Jesus would die on the cross to redeem His people.




A Terrible Night

One night, Jesus was with His disciples, eating dinner with them.
After dinner, they walked to the Mount of Olives, where Jesus wanted to pray.
But what was that noise? Men were coming to take Jesus away!

Jesus kept praying. ‘Father help me to do your will,” He said earnestly. He knew that soon He would be
killed on a Roman cross, to die for His people, to redeem them.

Suddenly a crowd of armed men appeared. Judas ran forward to kiss Jesus, to show the men which person
to arrest.

The next day they hung Jesus on a Roman cross to die.
Jesus could have stopped them from hurting Him. He could have stopped them at any time, but He didn’t.

He didn’t stop them because He loved His people so much. On the cross Jesus took the sins of all His
people on Himself.

Thank you, Lord Jesus!




Jesus Is Alive!

Three days after Jesus died on the cross, some women came to His tomb. They were sad, and they were
crying. Oh, how they missed their Lord Jesus!

But guess what! When they got to the tomb, they saw an angel! ‘Jesus is not here,” the angel told them,
‘but He is risen just as He said.’

The women ran back to town, and told Jesus’ followers about the angel.

When Peter and John heard what the women said, they ran to the tomb, to see for themselves if Jesus
were there.

The tomb was empty! Jesus is risen!




Mary Sees Jesus

A woman named Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb where Jesus was buried. She cried when she got
there, because she was so sad.

She looked into the tomb, and guess what she saw! She saw two angels! They asked Mary why she was
crying.

When she turned around, she saw a man outside the tomb. ‘Why do you cry?’ the man asked Mary.

Then the man said her name. ‘Mary.” And when she heard him say her name, she KNEW that it was
Jesus! How happy she was now!

Jesus asked her to tell the disciples that He was alive, and that He would soon return to His Father in
Heaven.

After such a sad weekend, what a joyful day this was! Jesus is alive!
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On the Road to Emmaus

Two people who loved Jesus were traveling home to Emmaus. They were talking about Jesus, and how
He had died on the cross.

Suddenly a stranger started walking beside them. ‘What are you talking about?’ He asked.

They told Him that bad people had put Jesus to death. They told Him that women said they’d seen angels
at Jesus’ empty tomb.

As the stranger walked with them, He told them all the things the Bible said about Jesus, and that He
would die to save His people from their sins.

Then the two people from Emmaus asked the stranger to eat with them, and He did. When they sat down
to eat, He blessed the food. And that is when the two people knew that this stranger was their own Lord
Jesus!

The next moment, Jesus was gone. Right away the people got up from the table to run back to Jerusalem.
They wanted to tell the disciples that they had seen Jesus. He is alive!
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Jesus Goes Back to Heaven

Jesus was with the disciples for forty days. But then Jesus told them that He was going back to Heaven.
He gave them a job to do: He told them to tell everyone about Him.

Jesus also told them that He would send the Holy Spirit to live in their hearts, to help them and to comfort
them after He was gone.

And then Jesus went up in the air, to heaven. The disciples watched and watched until they could not see
Jesus anymore.

Their hearts felt so sad. They didn’t want Jesus to leave them.

Suddenly two angels were with them. The angels said, ‘Why are you so sad? Jesus will come again some
day.’

What a precious promise: Jesus is coming back.




Saul on the Road to Damascus

After Jesus went back to heaven it became a scary time for many new Christians. A man named Saul was
searching for them. He wanted to hurt them because they loved Jesus.

One day Saul decided to hunt for Christians in the city of Damascus.

As Saul neared the city, suddenly a very bright light shone on him, a light brighter than the sun. Saul was
so afraid that he fell to the ground!

Then Saul heard a voice. ‘Saul, Saul, why do you hurt Me?’ asked the voice!
‘Who are you?’ cried Saul.

The voice answered, ‘I am Jesus whom you are hurting.’

Oh, no! Now Saul knew how wrong he had been about Jesus!

‘What shall I do, Lord?’ Saul asked Jesus.

‘Go to Damascus,’ Jesus answered, ‘and wait there.’




Saul in a Basket!

Saul became a changed man. He had gone to Damascus to be mean to Christians, but now Saul was a
Christian, too! He had met the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus. Now he knew that Jesus was God’s
Son. Now he loved the Lord Jesus.

For the next three years, Saul spent time learning about Jesus. When Saul came back to Damascus, he
taught the people all about Jesus.

Some of the Jewish leaders did not like what Saul was saying! They wanted to get rid of him.
The Christians heard that the Jewish leaders were going to hurt Saul, so they took Saul to the top of the
city wall. When they got there, they put Saul into a great big basket. With ropes they lowered the basket

down, down, down, until the basket bumped onto the ground below.

The next time you see a basket, remember the great big basket God used to keep Saul safe.




Peter Gets Out of Prison!

It was a dangerous time. Christians were often harmed or put into prison.

And that is what happened to Peter one day. Peter was put into jail for telling people about Jesus.
Poor Peter! There he sat in a dark, cold jail.

Meanwhile in a house not far away, his fellow Christians prayed for him.

When it was midnight, something wonderful happened! An angel came to Peter in the jail. ‘Get up and
get dressed,’ said the angel to Peter, ‘and follow me.’

Peter followed the angel out of the jail, past every guard. Once outside, the angel went away, leaving
Peter alone in the street.

Peter decided to go to the house where the Christians were praying for him. He knocked on the door and
waited.

A young girl named Rhoda came to the door and called, ‘Who is it?’
When she heard Peter’s voice, she ran back to the others, crying, ‘Peter is outside!’

They ran to the door to let Peter in. How thrilled they were that God had kept Peter safe, and that God had
brought Peter back to them.




Paul and Silas

Paul and Silas preached about Jesus. They went many places to tell people about Jesus.

One day they went to a city called Philippi. Some of the people there did not want Paul and Silas
preaching in their city. They wanted to put Paul and Silas in jail. And that is what they did.
They threw them into jail, and put chains around their feet.

While they were in the jail, Paul and Silas talked to each other about Jesus. They sang songs about Jesus,
too.

Suddenly there was an earthquake! The ground shook and shook. The jail swayed back and forth. The
jail’s doors swung open, and the chains on Paul and Silas fell off!

When the Philippian jailer saw that Paul and Silas had not run away, he was so relieved that he took them
home with him.

Paul and Silas told the jailer and his family about Jesus. And before they left the jailer’s house in the
morning, the jailer and all his family were baptized. Now they loved Jesus, too!
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