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God Made Everything
Once there was no Earth at all; there were no stars, no sun, and no people anywhere.
Then God began to make the world. ‘Let there be light,’ God said, and there was light. Just like that.
So God made the Earth, and the sky, and the moon, and every animal and plant. God made everything.
Last of all God made two people named Adam and Eve.
God is the great Creator.
And He made you, too.

Adam and Eve
After creating everything else, God made a man and a woman called Adam and Eve. They were the first
people.
Adam and Eve lived in a lovely garden called The Garden of Eden.
They loved their garden. It was beautiful. There was only one thing they could not do. God told them not
to eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Then sin spoiled everything.
Satan, as a snake, tempted Adam and Eve to do wrong. ‘Go on. Eat the fruit God said you can’t have,’
the snake told them. ‘It’s very good fruit! Besides, no one will know.’
So Adam and Eve ate the fruit God said not to eat.
And ever since then, all people do wrong things. All people sin.
All people need a Savior.

Cain and Abel
Because Adam and Eve had sinned, God said they must leave their beautiful garden.
Now that sin was in the world, Adam had to work hard. He had to pull weeds and find the food they
needed. Hardship, pain and sadness were part of the curse of sin.
Adam and Eve had two sons named Cain and Abel. When they grew up, Abel was a shepherd, and Cain
was a farmer.
One day Cain became angry and killed his brother Abel. Oh, it was a terrible sin! How sad Adam and
Eve must have felt.
People were sinful.
People needed a Savior.

The Big Flood
Because Adam and Eve sinned, all people everywhere have done bad things, too. Doing bad things is
called sin.
After Adam and Eve sinned, people became very bad. People did not love God.
Finally the world became so sinful that God told a man named Noah to build a huge boat. God told Noah
to put his family inside the boat. God told Noah to put many animals inside the boat, too.
Everyone laughed at Noah, but Noah obeyed God.
Then it began to rain! It rained for forty days and nights! The water got deeper and deeper. Soon the boat
floated away.
Noah’s family and all the animals were safe and snug inside the big boat. After a long time, the flood
went away, and Noah’s boat landed on a mountain called Ararat.
God put a beautiful rainbow in the sky. It was promise that He would never again destroy the world with a
flood.
And Noah thanked God.

Abraham
There once was a good man named Abraham.
God told Abraham to take a very long journey. So Abraham packed all he had  all his cows, donkeys and
sheep, and all his blankets, dishes and clothes. He took his family with him, too.
Away Abraham went, to find the new place that God was giving him.
God promised He would bless Abraham if he obeyed Him. And God promised that through Abraham,
everyone, everywhere, would also be blessed.
That promised blessing was Jesus, who would come to earth to be our Savior.

Jacob and Esau
Abraham had a son named Isaac. Isaac grew up and married Rebekah. They had twin sons named Jacob
and Esau.
Jacob and Esau did not look alike. They did not act alike, either. Jacob liked to stay home, and Esau liked
to hunt.
One day, when Esau returned from hunting, he was SO hungry. He took a big sniff. Mmmmmm! Jacob
was cooking something, and it smelled good!
‘I’m so hungry! Jacob, please give me something to eat,’ Esau said.
Jacob thought a moment. ‘Okay. We’ll swap. Give me your birthright, and I’ll give you this food.’
And that is what Esau did: he gave away his precious birthright so that he could eat Jacob’s food.
Esau had made a foolish choice. His birthright was worth everything, but he had given it to his brother in
return for a bowl of food.
Foolish Esau.

Isaac’s Blessing
Isaac was a very old man who could not see anymore. Before he died, he wanted to bless his older son
Esau. He wanted to give him his birthright.
Isaac told Esau to go hunting for some food, and then to cook it for him. After that, he would bless Esau.
So Esau took his bow and his arrows and went across the fields to hunt something for his father.
But his mother Rebekah did something very wrong: she told Jacob to wear Esau’s clothes  to pretend to
be Esau. Then she told him to take some food to his father Isaac. She said they would trick Isaac into
giving Jacob his brother’s birthright.
Jacob did what Rebekah told him to do. Oh, Jacob and Rebekah, how could you do something so wrong?
Isaac was fooled: he gave Esau’s birthright to Jacob.
When Esau heard what happened, he hated his brother Jacob. Jacob had to run away from home  all
because of his sin.
This was not a happy family. Sin ruined things for them. It was a long time before Jacob and Esau would
talk together again.

Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors
Jacob grew up to have twelve sons. One son was named Joseph, and his father loved him very much. He
even gave him a beautiful coat of many colors  a special coat just for him.
Joseph’s brothers did not like that their father loved him so much. They hated the coat of many colors that
Joseph wore.
And they hated the dreams Joseph had, dreams that made Joseph seem better than they were.
One day, Jacob sent Joseph to the nearby fields to see how his brothers were doing.
That’s when Joseph’s brothers did a terrible thing: they sold their brother Joseph to some people who
were on their way to Egypt.
Poor Joseph! Before long, he was alone and frightened in Egypt!
But God had plans for Joseph. God would take care of Joseph.

God Cares for Joseph in Egypt
Joseph had been taken to Egypt. He must have been very frightened at first, being so alone and so far
from home. But God took care of Joseph when he worked in Potiphar’s house, and when he was in prison,
too. God never let go of Joseph and never forgot him.
Because God gave Joseph much wisdom, the king noticed Joseph and made him a ruler over the land of
Egypt at a time when there was hardly any food at all.
Joseph took care of the people of Egypt and made sure they had food to eat during the famine.
And all the while, God was taking special care of Joseph.

Guess Who Went to Egypt
There was no food where Joseph’s brothers lived. There was no food anywhere but in Egypt.
So Jacob sent his sons to Egypt, to get food for their family.
When Joseph saw his brothers, he didn’t let on that he knew them. He waited until he was sure that his
brothers were not mean anymore.
When at last Joseph told them who he was, his brothers were very afraid of him! They wondered if
Joseph would be angry and punish them for what they had done to him long ago.
But Joseph was good to his brothers. He forgave his brothers. Soon all Joseph’s family came to Egypt to
live near Joseph.

The Baby in a Basket
Years and years had passed since Joseph had been the ruler of Egypt. The Egyptians did not even
remember him anymore. They started being mean to Joseph’s family, the Israelites.
The Egyptians forced the Israelites to work as slaves. They forced them to make the bricks they needed.
They were cruel to the Israelites.
Soon they did terrible things to the Israelite’s little baby boys.
One woman had a baby boy named Moses. To protect little Moses, she put him in a basket, and then
gently placed the basket among the plants at the edge of the river. She hid little Moses so that the
Egyptians would not find him and would not hurt him. His sister Miriam stayed nearby to keep watch
over Moses in his floating basket.
But guess who came along! A Princess came to the river! The Princess saw the basket and took the baby
home. She raised Moses as her very own son.
God kept little baby Moses very safe. He had big plans for Moses.

Let My People Go
Moses was all grown up now, living for many years in a faraway land.
But God had important work for Moses to do back in Egypt. Do you know what it was? God wanted
Moses to take the Israelites out of Egypt, away from their slavery.
So Moses went to Pharaoh the king, and told him, ‘Let my people go.’
Pharaoh said, ‘No, Moses, your people are going nowhere! They will stay right here to work for me!’
Again and again Moses visited Pharaoh, telling him to let the Israelites leave Egypt. And each time
Pharaoh answered, ‘No, the slaves stay here!’
Then God sent terrible plagues on the Egyptians, plagues of frogs, and lice, hailstorms, and dying cattle,
locusts, flies, bloody water, darkness and boils. These are called the ten plagues.
After the tenth plague, which killed the firstborn sons of the Egyptians, Pharaoh finally said, ‘Take your
people! Get out of my sight!’

The Red Sea
The Israelites packed all they owned, then followed Moses out of Egypt. They were free now!
The people of Israel must have been happy at first  until they came to the Red Sea. How would they get across all
that water?
And listen! What’s that noise? They heard the rumbling of the Egyptians’ chariots behind them! The Egyptians were
chasing them! Oh, what should they do?
Moses prayed to God for help, and God told him, ‘Do not be afraid. Just watch how I will save you all.’
God put a huge cloud behind the Israelites. It was so thick that the Egyptians could not see.
Then God told Moses to raise the stick he carried, and hold it high over the sea. The Red Sea parted, piling high into
two walls of water with a path in between.
The Israelites hurried forward, using the path to cross the Red Sea.
When God lifted the cloud, the Egyptian soldiers drove their chariots onto the same path. That is when God made
the walls of water fall down. The water made all the heavy chariots sink to the bottom of the sea, while the Israelites
watched safely from the other side.
God had protected His people and kept them safe.

The Ten Commandments
Next, God led His people across the hot, dusty sands of a big desert.
They were not happy people anymore. They complained many times about many things.
Oh, Israelites, don’t you know that God will take care of you? But they didn’t trust Him.
God led the Israelites to Mt. Sinai. That is where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. The Ten
Commandments were written by God on two large, flat stones.
The Ten Commandments told the Israelites how to live, and how to obey God. They were important
things for them to know.

The Golden Calf
Oh, foolish Israelites! While Moses was at the top of Mt. Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments from
God, guess what was going on at the bottom of the mountain.
The people of Israel had forgotten about God. They forgot how good He had been to them. They forgot
how He had taken care of them.
So while Moses was at the top of the mountain, the people of Israel decided to make their own god. Oh,
how foolish and sad! They had never been so bad.
The Israelites made a golden calf. After they made it they said, ‘We will pray to this calf, and it will help
us.’
How wrong they were! How sinful they were, to forget the great God who loved them!
When Moses came down from the mountain, he was very angry with his people! He punished them, too.
He ground the idol into dust. He ground it up, put it into water, and made the people drink it. Their gold
calf was gone forever.

Manna from Heaven!
The Israelites kept traveling across the hot and dusty desert.
There were many thousands of Israelites. How would God feed them all?
God fed them by sending manna. Every morning the people would wake up to find little white flakes on
the ground. What were these flakes? It was manna. They put some manna into a bowl, and then used the
manna to bake cakes.
But guess what? After eating manna for a while, the Israelites complained again. ‘We are tired of eating
manna all the time,’ they said.
What foolish people, to be so ungrateful to the God who was leading them and taking such good care of
them.

We Want Meat!
The Israelites complained again. This time they complained because they had no meat to eat. And they
missed the food they’d had in Egypt!
‘No more manna,’ they complained. ‘We want meat!’
God was angry with their complaining. God was angry that they did not trust Him and were not grateful
to Him.
Moses was ashamed of his sinful people. He felt discouraged. How could he lead such a naughty group of
people?
God said to Moses, ‘I will send meat to the Israelites. I will send meat for a whole month. But soon they
will have eaten so much meat that they will be sick and tired of it.’
So God sent birds  flocks of quail  into the camp of the Israelites. God caused the birds to fly near the
ground so that the people could catch them.
Now the Israelites had meat to eat. But were they happy?
No, they weren’t happy. It was just as God had said: the people grew tired of the meat.
Oh, if only the people of Israel had trusted in their great God and had been thankful.

The Twelve Spies
The Israelites had traveled for a long time, but now God wanted them to enter the land he was giving to
them.
Moses chose twelve spies to go into their new land to see what it was like.
When they returned, all the spies said the new land was beautiful, with plenty of food growing there.
But only two spies, whose names were Caleb and Joshua, said that the people should go into the land, as
God wanted them to do.
All the other spies said, ‘No! We are not going into this new land! There are giants there! We are scared
of giants!’ They did not trust God.
God punished His people because they were being so bad. He sent them back to the wilderness, to wander
there for forty more years, all because they did not obey God.

The Brass Serpent
The Israelites returned to the desert again, but they had not learned their lesson. They started to
complain!
‘We don’t have water!’ they said to Moses. ‘And we are so tired of this manna!’
The Bible says that while the people were complaining, something scary happened! Snakes slithered into
their camp and started biting people! Oh, how awful! People died from the snake bites!
Right away, the people realized that God was punishing their sin, so they told Moses, ‘We are sorry!
Please ask God to take away all these snakes!”
God told Moses to make a brass snake, and to hang that brass snake on top of a tall pole. God promised
that if anyone with a snake bite would look at that pole, they would not die. God would save them.
And He did.

Balaam and His Talking Donkey
There once was a man named Balaam.
Because the king wanted to see Balaam, he saddled his donkey and started down the road to see the king.
Suddenly there was an angel in front of them! The angel had a sword in his hand! The donkey was so
scared of the angel that it ran off the road! But Balaam did not see the angel. Instead, he yelled at the
donkey and hit him for running away.
A while later the road became narrow, with a wall on either side. Balaam and his donkey were trotting
along when suddenly the donkey saw the angel again, right in the middle of the road!
The donkey was scared of the angel, and jumped sideways, crushing Balaam’s foot against the wall!
Angrily, Balaam took a stick and hit the donkey again. But again Balaam did not see the angel. Only his
donkey saw the angel.
They continued on. After a while the donkey saw the angel again, blocking the road. The scared little
donkey laid down. Balaam, who still did not see the angel, hit the donkey again with his stick! ‘Get up!’
Balaam hollered.
Then God made the donkey speak. God gave the donkey a voice! The donkey said, ‘Why do you hit me,
Balaam? What have I done to you that you hit me three times?’
That was when God finally let Balaam see the angel, too. Oh, now Balaam knew why his donkey had
acted so strangely! And Balaam felt bad for how he had treated the donkey.

Rahab and the Spies
Many years had passed, and now Joshua was the leader of the Israelites. It was time for Joshua to lead the people
into the Promised Land.
The first city they came to was Jericho. It had a big wall all the way around it.
Joshua sent two spies into the city, to see what it was like. But the king heard that spies were there! Oh, no! What
would happen to the spies now?
Quickly the spies looked for a place to hide.
They went went to Rahab’s house, whose house was on the city wall.
‘Will you hide us?’ they asked Rahab.
Rahab hid the spies under some flax on her roof.
The spies promised to save Rahab and her family when the Israelites came to take the city.
Rahab was one of the Lord Jesus’ great, great, great, great, (etc) grandmothers. How about that!

The Walls of Jericho
Now it was time for the Israelites to take the city of Jericho. Joshua told them that if they obeyed God,
they would have the victory.
What did God tell them to do? God told them to walk around the city once a day. The priests blew
trumpets as they walked. The priests carried the ark of the covenant on poles.
For six days, the people of Israel marched once around Jericho.
On the seventh day, the people of Israel marched seven times around Jericho. Then the priests blew their
trumpets, and all the people shouted as loud as they could.
And at that moment the walls of Jericho tumbled with a CRASH to the ground!
There was only one part of the wall still standing. Can you guess which part of the wall that was? Yes, it
was the part of the wall where Rahab lived. God had kept her safe.

A Little Boy Named Samuel
Once there was a woman in Israel whose name was Hannah. Hannah longed to have a little baby to love, so she
asked God for a child. God gave Hannah a little baby boy. She named him Samuel.
Hannah was very grateful. She gave Samuel to God, to help Eli the priest in the temple.
One night, when Samuel was in his bed, he heard a voice calling to him. ‘Samuel! Samuel!
Samuel rubbed his eyes and sat up. He ran to Eli’s bedroom. ‘Yes, Eli? What do you want?’ he asked.
Eli said, ‘I didn’t call you Samuel. Go back to sleep.’
Back in bed, Samuel heard the voice calling him again. ‘Samuel! Samuel!’
Again Samuel ran to Eli. ‘Yes, Eli? What do you want?’ But Eli said he had not called him. He sent Samuel back to
his bed.
Under his covers, Samuel listened in the dark, waiting. Again he heard the voice calling him. ‘Samuel! Samuel!’
Once more he ran to Eli.
But this time, Eli said to him, ‘Go back to bed, Samuel, but if the voice calls you again, say to Him, ‘Speak, Lord,
for your servant heareth.’
Samuel went back to bed. When he heard the voice calling, he said, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant heareth.’
The voice was God’s voice. God told Samuel that He was displeased with Eli and his sons. Eli’s sons were very
sinful, and Eli had not corrected them as he should have.
This is how Samuel began a long life of serving God in Israel. And it all started when he was a little child  just like
you.

A Shepherd Boy
Once there was a boy named David. David took care of sheep for Jesse, his father.
One day, God sent Samuel to Bethlehem to find the man who would be the next king of Israel. Samuel invited Jesse
to a big dinner. He told Jesse to bring his eight sons to the dinner, too.
But do you know what? Jesse only brought seven of his sons to Samuel’s dinner. He did not bring David.
Jesse thought, ‘What could Samuel want with David, after all? He’s just a boy, and he’s only a shepherd.’ So he left
David at home to watch the family’s sheep.
At the dinner, Jesse introduced his sons to Samuel, one at a time. After meeting each son, Samuel said, ‘No, this is
not the man God has chosen to be king’.
Jesse thought a moment, then said, ‘I do have another son, but he is just a shepherd boy. His name is David.’
‘Go get him!’ Samuel commanded.
When Samuel met David, he said, ‘This is the one! This is the one God wants to be king!’
And one day the young shepherd became a great king of Israel.

David and Goliath
David was still a shepherd boy in Bethlehem when his father told him, ‘Go visit your three brothers in the army.
Take them some food.’
So David went where the army was, found his brothers, and gave them the food their father had sent.
Suddenly a loud voice boomed from the Philistine army on the other side of the valley. It was the voice of Goliath
the Giant! He walked toward the Israelites, making fun of them. He yelled, ‘Someone come fight me! Are you all
afraid?’
The Israelites were afraid of Goliath. No one wanted to fight him. David thought this was wrong. SOMEone should
go fight the giant.
‘God will help me fight the giant,’ said David.
So David took his sling from his pocket, and picked up five smooth stones from the brook. Then taking a big breath,
he walked straight toward Goliath!
The giant didn’t like that a boy was coming to fight him. He didn’t like it at all and he said so!
But David didn’t pay attention to Goliath’s words. He called to Goliath, ‘I shall fight you in the name of the Lord!’
Then David put a stone in his sling, and twirled it round and round above his head. Suddenly the stone flew from the
sling, right toward Goliath’s forehead! And the big, bad giant fell down to the ground!
God helped David defeat the giant because David trusted in God.

When Birds Fed a Man
Things were not good in Israel. Once again many people had forgotten their God and did not worship
him.
A prophet of God named Elijah loved God. He told wicked King Ahab that because the people had
forgotten God, God would not send rain to the land for a long time. King Ahab didn’t believe Elijah, and
he didn’t like Elijah, either.
But the rain stopped, just as Elijah had said it would. Everything, everywhere was dry now. No food
could grow, which made King Ahab so angry that he sent people all over Israel to find Elijah. He wanted
Elijah to bring back the rain.
God protected Elijah from evil King Ahab. God hid Elijah by a little brook. Elijah drank from the brook
when he was thirsty. But what could Elijah eat when he was hungry?
God provided food for Elijah. Do you know how? God caused ravens (which are big black birds) to bring
food to Elijah. The birds came every day with food in their beaks. They came at breakfast time and at
dinner time, so that Elijah would not be hungry.

Elijah Feeds a Widow And Her Little Boy
God sent Elijah to a town where a widow and her little boy lived.
There was famine all over the land, and the widow’s food was almost all gone.
When Elijah arrived at the widow’s house, he asked her for some lunch. She sadly shook her head. ‘I
don’t have any bread. I only have a spoonful of flour and a tiny bit of oil, and that’s all.’
Elijah told her, ‘Don’t be afraid. Make me some lunch, and God will keep your flour and oil from running
out.’
The widow did what Elijah wanted her to do. And every day, for the rest of the famine, there was enough
flour and oil to feed Elijah, the woman and her son.
But one day, the widow’s son became very sick. He became so sick that he died. Oh, how sad the widow
was! She loved her little boy and now he was gone.
Elijah carried her son to his room, where he prayed three times to God. God answered Elijah’s prayer!
God made the boy live again! Elijah carried the boy to his mother, and oh, how happy and grateful she
was!
God can do anything.

A Little Girl Helps a Famous Man
A little girl was a servant in the family of a famous army captain, when something bad happened to him.
Captain Naaman became very sick. It was a horrible sickness called leprosy. His skin had white spots on
it, and there was no cure for it. Worst of all, Captain Naaman could die from it.
The little girl told Mrs. Naaman that Elisha, a prophet of God, might be able to help Captain Naaman. So
the captain searched for Elisha, and found him.
Elisha wanted Captain Naaman to dunk himself in the Jordan River  not just one time, but to dunk
himself seven times in the water.
Captain Naaman went to the Jordan River. He waded into the river, held his breath, then dropped under
the surface of the water. One dunk! Two dunks! Three dunks! Again and again Captain Naaman dunked
himself under the water.
When Captain Naaman came out of the water after the seventh dunk, guess what happened! The white
spots on his skin were all gone! God had healed his leprosy!

Jonah and the Whale
Once there was a man named Jonah. God told Jonah to go to the wicked city of Nineveh, to tell the people
to be sorry for their sins.
But did Jonah obey God? No! Instead, Jonah sailed away on a big boat. Jonah thought he could hide from
God. But God sees everything.
God saw Jonah on the boat. And God sent a big storm that rocked the boat back and forth. The boat was
going to sink!
Jonah told the people on the boat that he had disobeyed God. ‘Throw me into the water, and the storm
will stop,’ he said. So into the water went Jonah!
Then guess what happened! God made a big fish swallow Jonah. Gulp!
For three days Jonah was in the whale’s tummy. Then BLOOP! The whale spit Jonah onto a beach.
Do you know what Jonah did next? He went to the city of Nineveh, just as God had asked him to do. He
told the people of Nineveh to stop sinning. Jonah told them about God. And the people listened to him!
They were sorry for their sins!

A Fiery Furnace
A long time ago, people in Israel were taken from their homes to the city of Babylon.
The King of Babylon built an idol and said that everyone had to worship it. It was a huge statue, ninety
feet tall! But three young men from Israel knew that no matter how big an idol is, it’s just an idol and
can’t do anything.
The names of the three young men were Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. They would not bow down to
the false idol. People told the King that these young men would not obey his law. Now Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego were in trouble!
To punish them, the king arrested them and threw them into a fiery furnace. But something amazing
happened! The big fire in the furnace did not hurt them at all, not one little bit!
The king became afraid because he saw not three, but four men in the furnace! The men in the furnace
were not hurt!
The king told the men to come out of the furnace. God had saved Shadrach, Meshech and Abednego from
the fire! He had kept them safe. What a mighty God!

Daniel Meets some Lions
Daniel was another man from Israel who lived in Babylon.
The king of Babylon had made a new law: for thirty days nobody was allowed to pray to anyone but the
king. What a foolish law!
Daniel kept praying to the only true God. Bad people saw Daniel praying to God, and ran to tell the king.
The bad people came to get Daniel. They put him in a lion’s den! The bad people thought the lions would
hurt Daniel.
But do you know what? The lions did not hurt Daniel at all! God kept Daniel safe!
The next morning, the king hurried to the den to see if Daniel were still alive. Daniel said, ‘God sent an
angel to shut the mouths of the lions.’
And from then on, Daniel had no more trouble with the king.

